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My latest trip took me just a 2hr flight
from Londop to Giron&in Spain

(There are direct ﬂigfwts %o Girona
year-round, aithough the winter has
fewer flights) followed by a short 40
minute drive to an absolutely stunning
tonvérted farmhouse that you see in the
_Photos.

In the days of many craving picture
perfect snaps ang using the snazziest
phota ec'i'i!lng software out there you
might well think the hotel doesn't look
as magnificent as you see here but as
someone who stayed 3 nights there
recently | can tell you it really does looR
as amazing as this.

-~

It's located at the base of Mare de Déu
del Mont, one of the highest mountains
in the Alta Garrotxa and virtually at the
foothills of the Pyrenees.

As a truly unique building renovated
with love it came as no surprise to me
that they often receive requests to host

M- I"-‘\«r,.‘,k veddings and were in fact gearing up to
SEe. v A % t @ 30-40 person one just a few days

after | left.
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And for those who prefer to have a guide or the community This can obviously be avoided by checRing your route in

feel of riding with other cycling enthusiasts the hotel does advance and there are plenty of quiet country lanes to picRk

have connections with local riding companies you can join. from if you don't mind taking a longer way around. | certainly
wouldn't say | felt in danger at any point; it's more related to

The hotel even offers curated packages of 4-6 nights at your comfort level.

different times of the year. Some for a road bike and others

with a gravel bike and so if you do prefer someone else Near the end of one of my rides | arrived at Banyoles which is

organising the best rides and joining a gquided group for each a very vibrant little town with lots of independent eateries to

day then they do provide you with this. choose from.

Although | will say that one route | chose did include some The town also has an estuary (lake) with magnificent views
busy roads equivalent to A roads in the UK, whilst there was and the option to jump on a boat taxi to explore it even further
always a | metre or so wide bicycle lane separating cyclists and so certainly well worth a visit.

from the main traffic it was a little daunting with cars and vans

zooming by me at 7/Omph or so.

They are well prepared for it with not just
beautifully designed rooms at the hotel but a
separate converted barn available too which
has 4 further bedrooms, an open fireplace
and views of the courtyard on one side and
mountains on the other.

Facilities wise they have an outdoor swimming
pool (which looked very welcoming), yoga
classes and from what | heard they’re looking
to get a sauna in soon. Which of course is just
what is needed to relax the body and mind after
a long day of riding.

The road conditions throughout my bicycle

rides were in very good condition without

potholes and although a lot of paths were

very isolated in the countryside they were

obstruction free too without any fallen

branches etc which was a relief when zooming B =

around corners at speed on a bicycle! FREE »;,:‘, v
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Whilst you can choose your own bicycle routes
the hotel can assist you with popular ones via
the RideGPS or the Strava app. As | was new to
the area and had limited time | followed some
of these pre-done routes which gave me a
diverse taste of the area.

My Favourite ride was certainly the one which
included stunning views of the Pyrenees
mountains. With me looking on in awe from
Spain with France on the other side.

For those looRing for a challenge the hotel is
located in the region of legendary climbs of
Mare de Déu del Mont and Rocacorba which
albeit challenging are no doubt rewarding rides
to tick off your list. Others nearby include:Oix,
Girona, Beget and Camprodon.
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It certainly came as a welcome breaR ‘ g == 7 - That trust based mentality also split
from a hot day of intense riding. | had . , - ‘ , ; over to how the hotel treats guests (oo.
some very tasty tapas which certainly ‘ . | o . One example of that is that for drinks
re-charged me. It was reasonably priced ‘ ‘ ; - & o™ (including beers, wines and spirits) along
and served from one of many bicycle s : . - \ ’ e & AF with snacRks they operate an “honesty
friendly restaurants. | - 4 ' bar”.

Many including the one | was at had % | | | a8 Whilst a beer is a good £5-6 and glass of
their own bicycle racRks allowing you to | -t * : ‘ wine £8+ in a standard bar over there the
not just chain your bicycle up but Reep =14 R y hotel simply trusts that their guests will
an eye on it as you dined. e % B | e Al write whatever they take in the pen and

' ™ »I | paper lodger which will then be charged
The staff were also very helpful when | - X | g’ to their room and settled up at the end
asked if there were any local must see L~ Ky - ‘< : . - .- . 3 . ¢ of their stay which is very trusting.
sites to see before | continued on my =N ' < W e | &
ride and were more than happy to re-fll ' : ' - e s e Yo ‘ | did of course ask how well its working
my water bottle which was good of them N N . and whether he believes it leads to
as I'm sure there are some eateries e | 8 : - B * A | abuse but Gerard, the hotel owner, didn't
who would not appreciate sweating T S an , P T ST B . = : - | thinR it did, which to me demonstrates
customers arriving at their diner. 1¢ ' 5. / a ' . <8 ‘ ’ the character of fellow guests you‘d be

' ol sharing with.
Going back to the hotel the bedrooms _ Y , —_—
have a blend of old and new, preserving . . % | o ) i , > 9 Whilst the hotel is on its own its by no
original features with upcycled furniture | '. ) : | '] - | means isolated you're just 10-15 minutes
and I'd call it a modern design. The 3 - ' | y drive from Banyoles which as | have
rooms also come with the added bonus ANa e . ‘ ' said has many local restaurants with
of having beautiful views of the La . ST W | fresh, local produce. Gerard took me to
Garrotxa countryside. e ¥ , Lt . ' ' - ; ' one very popular ltalian pizzeria and for
' ‘ ' some very tasty tapas on another night.

There is even attention to detail when

it comes to the bedding with Sivana’s ~ - : N . - . R e ] Pricing was also very reasonable and |
organic natural mattresses and Bekume . - o~ ‘ | % | _ have to say | didn't have a disappointing
sheets which certainly enabled me to . ‘ il 1! . ol meal at any of the local restaurants or
sleep deeply each and every night. - o 11 B i . o | T cafes | visited during my 3 day trip.

I'd certainly say the hotel has a very
refreshing “family” orientated working
environment. They all seemed to get on
well and have a pull as a team mentality.
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It was also lovely to feel a genuine small
town, we're all part of a community
atmosphere whenever we went out for
dinner.

The owners who both Rnew Gerard were
happy to see him and both offered free
meat for his dog that joined us for dinner
which | found to be a thoughtful touch.

The hotel is also not far from Barcelona
which is the capital of Catalunya and had
significant importance in the Middle Ages
and so as you can imagine there are some
historic sites to see including the church
and their 12th-century Romanesque bridge
over the Fluvia river.

It's well worth a visit and since 1966 its
been declared a site of historical and
artistic importance.

Whilst it was just a 2hr flight from London
to Girona from Luton airport they currently
do not fly there in the Winter months but
you can still easily get to the hotel via
Barcelona airport and arrive at the hotel
after a 2hr drive if your local airport doesn't
fly there either.

In regards to bicycles and all the safety
equipment you can of course bring your
own or the hotel can secure all you need
for your trip. It was no surprise to me that
Geard was of course friends with the local
bicycle hire firm who operate nearby.

If bringing your own bicycle you'll be happy
to hear that they have a fully equipped bike
workshop available for daily tune-ups on
site too and so you'll have everything you
need.

In summary, it will come as no surprise

to read that | was very pleased with my
stay at this picturesque hotel, the food,
the welcoming staff, the amount of bicycle
rides to conquer, the stunning views to
enjoy and so | would certainly recommend

the hotel to biRing enthusiasts.

Rates at Off Grid Girona start from 180 Euro

per night including breakfast and based on
two sharing: www.offgridgirona.com



